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The Legislative Evaluation Assembly of Minnesota, Incorporated (LEA), is a non-profit, non-partisan corpora-
tion established to keep the citizens of Minnesota informed of both important legislation and the voting per-
formance of each Representative and Senator in the Minnesota State Legislature.

LEA bases its evaluation on these principles: the American form of government, federalism, social pluralism
and constitutionalism; strictly limited government spending, taxation and areas of activity; national sovereignty
and strength; legal and moral order with justice; private property, a free market economy, and individual
initiative; freedom and dignity of the individual.

LEA conducts its analysis and all its other activities solely with voluntary efforts and has no other income
than from donations and the sale of its reports. Your donations and orders are needed to make it possible for
LEA to continue its work. LEA encourages the usage of the material in this Report, in whole or in part, by any
group or individual.

CAL LUDEMAN RAY WELKER RON SIELOFF DAVID JENNINGS
HONORABLE MENTION TOP REPRESENTATIVE TOP SENATOR HONORABLE MENTION

WELKER, SIELOFF TOP RATED LEGISLATORS

LEA is pleased to present its evaluation of the 134 Representatives and 67 Senators during the 1981 session.
Senator Ron Sieloff of St. Paul and Representative Ray Welker of Montevideo achieved the highest rating in
their respective houses. Other Representatives meriting honorable mention are Cal Ludeman of Tracy,
David Jennings of Truman, John Ainley of Park Rapids, Gaylin Den Ouden of Prinsburg, Donald Friedrich of
Rochester, K. J. McDonald of Watertown, Gary Schafer of Gibbon, Kenneth Zubay of Rochester, Sally Olsen of
St. Louis Park, Dorothy Hokr of New Hope, and John Kaley of Rochester. Sieloff is the first Senator in three
years to merit special recognition.

MINNESOTA’'S FINANCIAL STRAITS

The chickens hatched by the liberal spending policies of the ’seventies have come home to roost. Consider:
Minnesota is number one in the nation in most categories of income and corporate taxes; the average Minnesotan
works three hours out of an eight hour work day to pay taxes; Minnesota Tax Freedom Day is May 18, eight
days later than the rest of the nation; last year, Minnesota’s personal income growth was less than the rate of
inflation; in recent years, no non-Minnesota firm has set up a large operation in the state.

What did our solons do about these problems this session? They increased their per diem pay; they raised the
tax burden by over $600 million by increasing the sales and gas taxes, changing indexing and the medical deduc-
tion, and raising almost every license fee; practiced fiscal sieight-of-hand with temporary and shifting taxes and
payments, deficit spending, and increased borrowing; and passed the largest budget in state history, $8.6 billion,
a more than 20% increase over the last biennium.

In reflection of these facts, the 1981 LEA Report is highlighted by the recorded votes on important spending
legislation (key votes 1-12) and the Omnibus Tax Bill (13). Legislators who claim to oppose higher taxes and
point out that they voted “no” on this tax bill, but yet voted for all or most of the spending bills, should be
asked where they expect the money for these appropriations to come from.
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AASNESS, P. (Wendell 11A)
AINLEY, J. (Park Rapids 4A)
ANDERSON, B. (Slayton 26A)
ANDERSON, G. (Bellingham 15B)
ANDERSON, I. (Int’l. Falls 3A)
ANDERSON, R. (Ottertail 10B)
BATTAGLIA, D. (Two Harbors 6B)
BEGICH, J. (Eveleth 6A)
BERKELMAN, T. (Duluth 8B)
BLATZ, K. (Bloomington 38A)
BRANDL, J. (Mpls. 61A)
BRINKMAN, B. (Richmond 16B)
BYRNE, P. (St. Paul 64B)
CARLSON, D. (Sandstone 14A)
CARLSON, L. (Brooklyn Center 44A)
CLARK, J. (Mpls. 60A)

CLARK, K. (Mpls. 59A)
CLAWSON, J. (Center City 19A)
DAHLVANG, G. (Mpls. 54A)
DEAN, W. (Mpls. 58A)
DEMPSEY, T. (New Ulm 28B)
DEN QUDEN, G. (Prinsburg 21B)
DREW, J. (St. Paul 63B) -
EKEN, W. (Twin Valley 2B)
ELIOFF, D. (Virginia 5A)

ELLINGSON, R. (Brooklyn Center 45B)

ERICKSON, W. (Hills 26B)
ESAU, G. (Mountain Lake 28A)
EVANS, J. (Detroit Lakes 10A)
EWALD, D. (Minnetonka 40A)
FJOSLIEN, D. (Brandon 11B)
FORSYTHE, M. (Edina 39A)
FRIEDRICH, D. (Rochester 32B)
GREENFIELD, L. (Mpls. 57B)
GRUENES, D. (St. Cloud 17B)
GUSTAFSON, B. (Duluth 7B)
HALBERG, C. (Burnsville 53B)
HANSON, W. (St. Paul 62B)
HARENS, T. (St. Paul 65B)
HAUGE, E. (Glenwood 15A)
HAUKOQOS, M. (Albert Lea 31A)
HEAP, J. (Robbinsdale 43B)
HEINITZ, O. (Plymouth 43A)
HIMLE, J. (Bloomington 39B) -
HOBERG, D. (Moorhead 9A)
HOKANSON, S. (Richfield 37A)
HOKR, D. (New Hope 44B)
JACOBS, J. (Coon Rapids 47A)
JENNINGS, D. (Truman 27B)
JOHNSON, C. (St. Peter 23B)
JOHNSON, D. (Willmar 21A)
JUDE, T. (Mound 42A)

KAHN, P. (Mpls. 57A)

KALEY, J. (Rochester 33A)
KALIS, H. (Walters 30A)
KELLY, R. (St. Paul 66B)
KNICKERBOCKER, G. (Hopkins 40B)
KOSTOHRYZ, R. (North St. Paul 50B)
KVAM, A. (Litchfield 22A)
LAIDIG, G. (Stillwater 51A)
LEHTO, A. (Duluth 8A)
LEMEN, R. (Grand Rapids 3B)
LEVI, C. {Dellwood 50A)
LONG, D. (Mpls. 56B)
LUDEMAN, C. (Tracy 20B)
LUKNIC, M. (Faribault 24B)
MANN, G. (Windom 27A)
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MARSH, M. (Sauk Rapids 17A)
McCARRON, P. (St. Paul 46A)
McDONALD, K. (Watertown 36A)
McEACHERN, B. (St. Michael-18B)
MEHRKENS, L. (Red Wing 25B)
METZEN, J. (South St. Paul 52A)
MINNE, L. (Hibbing 5B)
MUNGER, W. (Duluth 7A)
MURPHY, M. (Hermantown 14B)
NELSEN, B. (Staples 12A)
NELSON, K. (Mpls. 59B)
NIEHAUS, J. (Sauk Centre 16A)
NORTON, F. (St. Paul 65A)
NOVAK, S. (New Brighton 48A)
NYSETHER, M. (Roseau 1A)
O'CONNOR, R. (St. Paul 66A)
OGREN, P. (Aitkin 13B)

OLSEN, S. (St. Louis Park 41A)
ONNEN, T. (Cokato 22B)
OSTHOFF, C. (St. Paul 64A)
OTIS, T. (Mpls. 58B)

PETERSON, B. (Bloomington 38B)
PETERSON, D. (Mpls. 60B)
PIEPHO, M. (Mankato 29A) ~
POGEMILLER, L. (Mpls. 55A)
REDALEN, E. (Fountain 35A)
REDING, L. (Austin 31B)

REES, T. (Elko 36B)

REIF, R. (White Bear Lake 49B)
RICE, J. (Mpls. 54B)
RODRIGUEZ, C. (Apple Valley 53A)
RODRIGUEZ, F. (St. Paul 67A)
ROSE, J. (Roseville 48B)
ROTHENBERG, E. (St. Louis Park 41B)
SAMUELSON, D. (Brainerd 13A)
SARNA, J. (Mpls. 55B)
SCHAFER, G. (Gibbon 23A)
SCHOENFELD, J. (Waseca 30B)
SCHREIBER, W. (Brooklyn Park 45A)
SEARLES, R. (Wayzata 42B)
SHEA, T. (Owatonna 32A)
SHERMAN, T. (Winona 34B)
SHERWOOD, G. (Pine River 4B)
SIEBEN, H. (Hastings 52B) £
SIEBEN, M. (Newport 51B)
SIMONEAU, W. (Fridley 46B)
SKOGLUND, W. (Mpls. 61B)
STADUM, T. (Ada 2A)

STATEN, R. (Mpls. 56A)
STOWELL, W. (Lewiston 34A)
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STUMPF, L. (Plummer 1B) N*

SVIGGUM, S. (Kenyon 25A) i i : NN
SWANSON, J. (Richfield 37B) 2 N* N*
TOMLINSON, J. (St. Paul 67B) Y

VALAN, M. (Moorhead 9B) Y3

VALENTO, D. (Little Canada 49A) * % ERN N
VANASEK, R. (New Prague 24A) z Y
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WELKER, R. (Montevideo 20A)
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KEY VOTES

N Yes d = Democratic-Farmer Labor

N = No r Independent-Republican

— means excused, absent, not voting, or not in
office

*  denotes vote favored by LEA

o+ means percentage of legislator’s votes that were
correct according to LEA

1. Welfare Omnibus Appropriations (HF 1446): This bill, now
law, appropriated $1.6 billion for state health, welfare, and cor-
rection programs. The Department of Public Welfare received
$1.3 billion of the total, an 18% increase over the last biennium.
Although the bill contains some toughening of welfare eligibility
requirements and limitation on increases in benefits, the afore-
mentioned spending increase and the politically-inspired closing
of Rochester State Hospital also provided in this bill indicate no
real change in the attitudes that have made Minnesota perhaps
the number one welfare haven in the nation. LEA opposes this
bill, which passed on final votes of 93-39 in the House, and
47-17 in the Senate. Author: M. SIEBEN

2. “Bonus Bill” (HF 1132): This infamous bill would have pro-
vided $97.8 million more in funding for higher education,
school aids, and public welfare; by the use of “sin taxes’’. These
included increasing taxes on cigarettes and liquor, and imposing
the sales tax on candy, gum, and soft drinks. This bill is the
100% proof essence of the ‘‘tax and tax, spend and spend, elect
and elect” philosophy. LEA opposes this bill, which passed on
final votes of 89-43 in the House, and 57-10 in the Senate, but
was vetoed by the Governor. Authors: HOKANSON, DICKLICH

3. Semi-State Omnibus Appropriations (HF 1434): This bill,
now law, appropriated over $1 billion to the Department of
Transportation and other agencies, including such dubious proj-
ects as continued subsidies to AMTRAK and the Metropolitan
Transit Commission and $4.5 million to the Board of the Arts.
These projects should be funded by those they directly benefit
rather than all the state’s taxpayers. LEA opposes this bill,
which passed on final votes of 100-31 in the House, and 56-7
in the Senate. Author: M. SIEBEN

4. Omnibus School Aids (HF 70): This bill, now law, appro-
priated $2.2 billion for aid to Minnesota schools for the 1981-
83 biennium, the largest single spending bill in state history.
Despite educational funding having increased 50% in the last
decade so that it now makes up over one-third of all state
spending, pupil enrollment has declined by one-third and testing
scores have steadily fallen to the point where an estimated 38%
of Minnesota’s seventeen-year-olds are functionally illiterate.
Failures should be met by fundamental reforms, not rewarded
by more funding. The Minnesota Education Association is dis-
satisfied with this bill — it wanted at least $3 billion! LEA
opposes this bill, which passed on final votes of 127-6 in the
House, and 38-23 in the Senate. Authors: McEACHERN,
DIETERICH

5. State Departments Omnibus Appropriations (HF 1443): This
bill, now law, appropriated $1.355 billion for the legislative,
judicial, and state departments. Particularly unconscionable in a
time of fiscal problems:is the funding of “white elephants’’ such
as the Zoological Garden, the dubious Upper Great Lakes Re-
gional Commission, and politically-motivated special interest
groups such as the Council for the Handicapped, the Council on
Black Minnesotans, the Council on the Economic Status of
Women, and the Council on the Affairs of Spanish-Speaking
People. These last two bodies are made permanent. LEA opposes
this bill, which passed on final votes of 79-51 in the House, and
61-4 in the Senate. Author: M, SIEBEN

b

6. Highway Funding (HF 553): This bill, now law, provided
$157 million for highway funding and $50 million for transit
funding, and included more subsidies for AMTRAK. It increased
motor vehicle license fees and raised the gas tax from 11¢ to 13¢
per gallon — the second consecutive 2¢ increase, If money is
needed so badly for road repair, why was over $600 thousand
taken from the Trunk Highway Fund for welfare spending?
Elimination of waste and usage of existing transportation-related
revenues exclusively for that purpose would make these in-
creases unnecessary. LEA opposes this bill, which passed on
final votes of 87-46 in the House, and 53-13 in the Senate.
Authors: G. ANDERSON, LANTRY

7. School Aids Restoration (SF 1): Passed with unseemly haste,
this bill, now law, restored $89 million in budget cutbacks to
school districts and prohibits any such cuts in the future. Educa-
tion should not be a sacred cow immune from sacrifice, es-
pecially when the state’s school districts already have a collec-
tive surplus of $300 million. LEA opposes this bill, which passed
on third reading votes of 111-18 in the House, and 62-3 in
the Senate, Authors: McCEACHERN, R. MOE (Senator Nichols,
now retired, voted no, record not shown on report.)

8. Higher Education Bonding (HF 1474): This bill, now law,
authorized $54.5 million in bond sales for construction and
betterment of public education buildings. Of this, $16.5 million
is for a combined College of Business Administration — Hubert
H. Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs building on the U of M
Minneapolis campus. Once upon a time, this latter project was
planned to be privately funded. LEA opposes this bill, which
passed on final votes of 100-33 in the House, and 61=5 in the
Senate. Author: M. SIEBEN

9. University Hospital Bonding (HF 766): This bill, now law,
approved a $190 million general obligation bond issue to
finance a new building at the U of M Hospitals. This is the
largest bonding authorization for a single building in state his-
tory. Costing in excess of $300,000 per bed, it will require room
charges of at least $1,000 per patient per day to offset the debt
service on the bonds. Since more than half of the University
Hospitals’ revenues are generated by public sources — Medicare,
Medicaid, etc. — it is obvious the taxpayer will be paying the
bills. LEA opposes this bill, which passed on third res ling
votes of 82-49 in the House, and 44-17 in the Senate. Auth: s:
NORTON, NELSON

10. Parks Bonding (HF 900): This bill, now law, authorized
over $30 million in bond sales for acquisition and development
of metro and statewide parks, and for studies of the need fora
metro speed skating rink and a state network of youth hostels.
The State of Minnesota is the third largest owner of land in the
U.S., third only to the Federal government and Alaska. With the
state in serious financial difficulties, it should be selling off
some of the land it already owns, not acquiring more, and
should not get involved in unnecessary programs peripheral to
the state’s basic needs. LEA opposes this bill, which passed on
third reading votes of 84-50 in the House, and 45-20 in the
Senate. Authors: VOSS, MERRIAM

l Please send me copies of this 1981 Annual Report.

50¢ each, 12/$5.00, or 100/$33.50. Quantity rates available.
Please send me copies of the 1981 LEA Senate District
Report, which shows the voting record of an individual dis-

I trict’s Senator and two Representatives. 100/$22.50, 500/
| $33.50, 1,000/$55.50. Be sure to specify district number.
| I am interested in working with LEA.

A contribution of
or contribution of $5.00 or more will place you on LEA’s
I mailing list.)
Please make all checks payable to LEA. Use return envelope or this
coupon.

i
| SEND TO:
|

LEA
2525 County Road |
Minneapolis, MN 55432

(612) 786-3944
(612) 452-3906

is enclosed. (An order"gg i
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ASHBACH, R. (Arden Hills 48)
BANG, O. (Edina 39)
BELANGER, W. (Bloomington 38)
BENSON, D. (Lanesboro 35)
BERG, C. (Chokio 15)

BERGLIN, L. (Mpls. 59)
BERNHAGEN, J. (Hutchinson 22)
BERTRAM, J. (Paynesville 16)
BRATAAS, N. (Rochester 33)
CHMIELEWSKI, F. (Sturgeon Lake 14)
DAHL, G. (White Bear Lake 49)
DAVIES, J. (Mpls. 60)

DAVIS, C. (Princeton 18)
DICKLICH, R. (Hibbing 5)
DIETERICH, N. (St. Paul 62)
ENGLER, S. (Randolph 25)
FRANK, D. (Spring Lake Park 46)
FREDERICK, M. {West Concord 32)
FREDERICKSON, D. (Morgan 28)
HANSON, M. (Hallock 1)
HUGHES, J. (Maplewood 50}
HUMPHREY, H. (New Hope 44)
JOHNSON, D. (Cook 6)
KAMRATH, R. (Canby 20)
KEEFE, J. (Hopkins 40)

KNOLL, F. (Mpls. 61)

KNUTSON, H. (Burnsville 53)
KROENING, C. (Mpls. 54)
KRONEBUSCH, P. (Rollingstone 34)
LANGSETH, K. (Glyndon 9)
LANTRY, M. (St. Paul 67)
LESSARD, R. (Int’l. Falls 3)
LINDGREN, S. (Richfield 37)
LUTHER, W. (Brooklyn Center 45)
MENNING, M. (Edgerton 26)
MERRIAM, G. (Coon Rapids 47)
MOE, D. (St. Paul 65)

MOE, R. (Ada 2)

NELSON, T. (Austin 31)
OLHOFT, W. (Herman 11)
PEHLER, J. (St. Cloud 17)
PENNY, T. (New Richland 30)
PETERSON, C. (Detroit Lakes 10)
PETERSON, D. (Fairmont 27)
PETERSON, R. (Wyoming 19) 3
PETTY, E. (Mpls. 58)
PILLSBURY, G. (Wayzata 42)
PURFEERST, C. (Faribault 24)
RAMSTAD, J. (Plymouth 43)
RENNEKE, E. (LeSueur 23)
RUED, D. (Aitkin 13)
SCHMITZ, R. (Jordan 36)
SETZEPFANDT, A. (Bird Island 21)
SIELOFF, R. (St. Paul 63)
SIKORSKI, G. (Stillwater 51)
SOLON, S. {Duluth 7)

SPEAR, A. (Mpls. 57)

STERN, I. (St. Louis Park 41)
STOKOWSKI, A. (Mpls. 55)
STUMPF, P. (St. Paul 64)
TAYLOR, G. (Mankato"29)
TENNESSEN, R. (Mpls. 56)
ULLAND, J. (Duluth 8)

VEGA, C. (South St. Paul 52)
WALDORF, G. (St. Paul 66}
WEGENER, M. (Bertha 12)
WILLET, G. (Park Rapids 4)
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KEY VOTES — continued

11. State/Semi-State Bonding (HF 1475): This bill, now law,
authorized $117 million in bond salés and appropriations to
fund state and staterelated agency building and renovation
projects, including $2.5 million for pedestrian and utility
tunnels around the State Capitol. Apparently it is better to soak
the taxpayers for projects such as this than to let our lawmakers
get wet in the rain. LEA opposes this bill, which passed on final
votes of 102-30 in the House, and 61-4 in the Senate. Author:
M. SIEBEN

12. Short-Term Borrowing (HF 1, Special Session 2): This bill,
now law, increased the state’s short term borrowing limit from
$100 million to $360 million a year. It sets a bad precedent for
starting the state down the perilous path toward deficit spending
and borrowing money to meet day-to-day expenses already trod
by the Federal government, to our lasting grief. LEA opposes
this bill, which passed on final votes of 77-40 in the House, and
34-28 in the Senate. Author: EKEN

13. Omnibus Tax Bill (HF 1, Special Session 1): This bill, now
law, raised taxes by $578.8 million — the second largest single
increase in state history — mainly by adjusting tax indexing and
“temporarily” raising the sales tax from 4% to 5%. When diffi-
cult economic times force people and businesses to cut back, it is
outrageous for government to use its taxing power to escape the
responsibility of doing the same. Legislators who did vote
against this tax bill but yet voted for most or all the larger
spending bills (key votes 1-12), should be asked where they
expected the money Zor these appropriations to come from. LEA
opposes this bill, which passed on third reading votes of 69-60
in the House, and 41-24 in the Senate. Author: 1. ANDERSON

14. Affirmative Action (SF 964): This bill, now law, prohibits
any state department from accepting any proposal for a contract
in excess of $50,000 unless the business has an approved affirma-
tive action plan. This includes any business which has 20 or more
fulltime employees. The only proper concern for government in
such matters is to obtain the best work at the best bargain for
the taxpayer’s money, and not to play irrelevant social engineer-
ing games. A society obsessed with the Sisyphean task of right-
ing all the wrongs of the past mortgages its future. LEA opposes
this bill, which passed on final votes of 97-26 in the House, and
48-2 in the Senate. Authors: STATEN, BERGLIN

15. Plastic Milk Bottle Ban — Repeal (HF 312): This bill, now
law, repealed the prohibition on the sale of milk in non-
returnable plastic containers. While there may be some merit in
not allowing food liquids to be sold in plastic containers, most
legislators realized that the ban would have discriminated
against one industry alone. LEA supports this bill, which passed

on third reading votes of 76-52 in the House, and 44-22 in the Q'

Senate. Authors: DAHLVANG. C. PETERSON

16. Notification of Abortion (HF 284): This bill, now law,
requires parental notification, with some modifications, before
any abortion is performed on a minor. State laws already
required parental consent before such relatively less important
actions to minors as ear piercing. Notification prior to an action
with such severe moral, physical, and social consequences as an
abortion is a necessary and proper step toward required consent
for and ultimately abolition of this terrible procedure. LEA
strongly supports this bill, which passed on third reading votes
of 109-19 in the House, and 49-16 in the Senate. Authors:
ELIOFF, WALDORF

17. Use of Firearm During Felony (HF 2): This bill, now law,
increased mandatory jail terms for crimes committed with a gun,
the proper method of controlling gun misuse. The penalty for a
first offense was increased from one year to three years, and for
repeat offenses from three to five years. It also reclassified mur-
der committed during a felony from second and third degree
murder for intentional and unintentional murder to first and
second degree, respectively. LEA supports this bill although its
final version was weaker than desired. It passed on final votes
of 133-0 in the House, and 56-2 in the Senate. Authors:
WENZEL, WALDORF

18. Workers’ Compensation (SF 359): Although this bill, now
law, mandated a 15% rate reduction in premiums for employers
and freezes rates for one year, this was largely offset by a
scheduled 11.5% rate increase. Rammed through with virtually
no legislative oversight by an unholy alliance of special interests,
it is a band-aid approach that doesn’t solve any problems.
Dropping the entire Minnesota worker’s compensation law and
adopting verbatim the Wisconsin law would result in low litiga-
tion, speedy claims payment, good benefits, and employer
premiums as much as 50% lower — exactly what worker’s com-
pensation laws are intended to do. LEA opposes this bill, which
passed on final votes of 91-39 in the House, and 55-7 in the
Senate. Authors: SIMONEAU, C. PETERSON

Whether or not you agree with LEA’s stand on all the legislation rated herein, this report will be useful in questioning your
senator and representative. If they have represented your wishes on these issues, thank them. But if you object to their vote on any
of these bills, we suggest that you confront them with your views. Your expressed opinion will have an effect!

Bob Knudson
LEA Chairman

LEA
2525 County Road |
Minneapolis, MN 55432
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