1979 REPORT on the MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE

by the For an
LEGISLATIVE EVALUATION ASSEMBLY INFORMED CITIZENRY
of MINNESOTA, INC. 1979

The Legislative Evaluation Assembly of Minnesota, Incorporated (LEA), is a non-partisan,
non-profit corporation established to keep the citizens of Minnesota informed of both important
legislation and the voting performance on key issues of each Senator and Representative in the
Minnesota State Legislature.

LEA bases its evaluations on these principles: The American form of government, constitutional,
limited, local, dispersal of power; Freedom and dignity of the individual; Legal and moral order with
justice; Private property and a free market economy; National sovereignty and strength; Strictly limited
government spending and taxation.

LEA conducts its analysis and all its other activities solely with voluntary efforts and has no
income other than from donations and the sale of its reports. Your donations and orders are needed to
make it possible for LEA to continue its work.

LEA is pleased to present its evaluation of the performance of the 67 Senators and 134 Represen-
tatives of the Minnesota Legislature during the 1979 session. Raymond Albrecht of Brownton repeated
as the member of the House of Representatives with the best voting percentage. Other Representatives
meriting honorable mention were Cal Ludeman of Tracy, K.L. McDonald of Watertown, Ray Welker of
Montevideo, Paul Thiede of Pequot Lakes, John Ainley of Park Rapids and Adolph Kvam of Litchfield.

Top Senator Raymond Albrecht
Top Representative

THE MISSING TOP SENATOR

Although several State Senators had respectable voting scores in 1979, LEA feels that none of
them rated high enough to merit special recognition. The Senators are rated on their votes on the
same key legislation as the Representatives, but consistently the Senate voting score averages are much
lower. Senators who are more responsive to their constituents are needed in 1980.

/

THE 1979 LEGISLATURE, SPENDING AND TAXES

During the last year in Minnesota, there has been much rhetoric concerning tax relief and holding
the line on government spending. Of course, there can not be significant, permanent tax reduction unless
accompanied by fiscal responsibility. However, the 1979 Legislature produced a record budget for the
biennium of $7.4 billion, an increase of more than 16 percent! Although the Omnibus Tax Bill which
became law has some good measures, it falls far short of expectations. Unfortunately, Minnesota remains
close to being the state which taxes its people the most.
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AASNESS, P. (Wendell 11A)
ADAMS, L. (New Hope 44B)
AINLEY, J. (Park Rapids 4A)
ALBRECHT, R. (Brownton 23A)
ANDERSON, B. (Slayton 26A)
ANDERSON, D. (Starbuck 15A)
ANDERSON, G. (Bellingham 15B)
ANDERSON, I. (Int’l Falls 3A)
ANDERSON, R. (Ottertail 10B)
BATTAGLIA, D. (Two Harbors 6B)
BEGICH, J. (Eveleth 6A)
BERGLIN, L. (Mpls. 59A)
BERKELMAN, T. (Duluth 8B)
BIERSDORF, J. (Owatonna 32A)
BLATZ, K. (Bloomington 38A)
BRINKMAN, B. (Richmond 16B)
BYRNE, P. (St. Paul 64B)
CARLSON, D. (Sandstone 14A)
CARLSON, L. (Brooklyn Ctr 44A)
CASSERLY, J. (Mpls. b6A)
CLARK, J. (Mpls. 60A)
CLAWSON, J. {Center City 19A)
CORBID, J. (Oklee 1B) =
CRANDALL, W. (Mpls. 61A)
DEAN, W. (Mpls. 58A)
DEMPSEY, T. (New Ulm 28B)
DEN OUDEN, G. (Prinsburg 21B)
DREW, J. (St. Paul 63B)

EKEN, W. (Twin Valley 2B)
ELIOFF, D. (Virginia 5A) 3
ELLINGSON, R. (Brooklyn Ctr 45B)
ENEBO, S. (Mpls. 60B)
ERICKSON, W. (Hills 26B)
ESAU, G. (Mountain Lake 28A)
EVANS, J. {Detroit Lakes 10A)
EWALD, D. (Minnetonka 40A)
FARICY, R. (St. Paul 63A)
FJOSLIEN, D. (Brandon 11B)
FORSYTHE, M. (Edina 39A)
FRIEDRICH, D. (Rochester 32B)
FRITZ, M. (St. Paul 62B)
FUDRO, S. (Mpls. 55A)
GREENFIELD, L. (Mpls. 57B)
HALBERG, C. (Burnsville 53B) ~
HAUKOOQOS, M. (Albert Lea 31A)
HEAP, J. (Robbinsdale 43B)
HEINITZ, O. (Wayzata 43A)
HOBERG, D. (Moorhead 9A)
HOKANSON, S. (Richfield 37A)
JACOBS, J. (Coon Rapids 47A)
JARQOS, M. (Duluth 7B)
JENNINGS, D. (Truman 27B)
JOHNSON, C. (St. Peter 23B)
JOHNSON, D. (Willmar 21A)
JUDE, T. (Mound 42A)
KAHN, P. (Mpls. 57A)

KALEY, J. (Rochester 33A)
KALIS, H. (Walters 30A)
KELLY, R. (St. Paul 66B)
KEMPE, R. (West St. Paul 53A)

KNICKERBOCKER, G. (Minnetonka 40B)Y*

KOSTOHRYZ, R. (North St. Paul 50B)

KROENING, C. (Mpls. 54A)
KVAM, A. (Litchfield 22A)
LAIDIG, G. (Stillwater 51A)
LEHTO, A. (Duluth 8A)
LEVI, C. (Dellwood 50A)
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LONG, D. (Mpls. 56B)
LUDEMAN, C. (Tracy 20B)
LUKNIC, M. (Faribault 24B)
MANN, G. (Windom 27A)
MCCARRON, P. (Fridley 46A)
MCDONALD, K. (Watertown 36A)
MCEACHERN, B. (St. Michael 18B)
MEHRKENS, L. (Red Wing 25B)
METZEN, J. (South St. Paul 52A)
MINNE, L. (Hibbing 5B)

MOE, D. (St. Paul 65B)
MUNGER, W. (Duluth 7A}
MURPHY, M. (Hermantown 14B)
NELSEN, B. (Staples 12A)
NELSEN, M. (Aitkin 13B)
NELSON, K. (Mpls. 59B)
NIEHAUS, J. (Sauk Centre 16A)
NORMAN, J. (Mpls. 61B)
NORTON, F. (St. Paul 65A)
NOVAK, S. (New Brighton 48A)
NYSETHER, M. (Roseau 1A)
OLSEN, S. (St. Louis Park 41A)
ONNEN, T. (Cokato 22B) -
OSTHOFF, C. (St. Paul 64A)
OTIS, T. (Mpls. 58B)

PATTON, A. (Sartell 17A)
PAVLAK, R. (St. Paul 67A)
PEHLER, J. (St. Cloud 17B)
PETERSON, W. (Bloomington 38B)
PIEPHO, M. (Mankato 29A)
PLEASANT, R. (Bloomington 39B)
PRAHL, N. (Grand Rapids 3B)
REDALEN, E. (Fountain 3bA)
REDING, L. (Austin 31B)

REES, T. (Elko 36B)

REIF, R. (White Bear Lake 49B)
RICE, J. (Mpls. 54B)

ROSE, J. (Roseville 48B)

ROTHENBERG, E. (St. Louis Park 41B)

SARNA, J. (Mpls. 55B)

SCHREIBER, W. (Brooklyn Park 45A)

SEARLE, R. (Waseca 30B)
SEARLES, R. (Wayzata 42B)
SHERWOOD, G. (Pine River 4B)
SIEBEN, H. (Hastings 52B)
SIEBEN, M. {(Newport 51B)
SIMONEAU, W. (Fridley 46B)
STADUM, T. (Ada 2A)

STOA, T. (Winona 34B)
STOWELL, W, (Lewiston 34A)
SVIGGUM, S. (Nerstrand 25A)
SWANSON, J. (Richfield 37B)
THIEDE, P. (Pequot Lakes 13A)
TOMLINSON, J. (St. Paul 67B)
VALAN, M. (Moorhead 9B)
VALENTO, D. (Little Canada 49A)
VANASEK, R. (New Prague 24A)
VOSS, G. (Blaine 47B)
WALDORF, E. (St. Paul 66A)
WEAVER, J. (Anoka 19B)
WELCH, R. {Cambridge 18A)
WELKER, R. (Montevideo 20A)
WENZEL, S. (Little Falls 12B)
WIESER, A. (LaCrescent 35B)
WIGLEY, R. (Lake Crystal 29B)
WYNIA, A. (St. Paul 62A)
ZUBAY, K. (Rochester 33B)
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KEY VOTES

1. State Building Code (S.F. 549): The building code provision
was attached by the House to a routine bill. It allows each of
the 80 counties outside of the metropolitan area to hold a
referendum on the question of adopting the state building code.
Adopting the building code had been mandatory on January 1.
However, building requirements for handicapped persons are
still mandatory, and no municipality is precluded from adopting
the code if it so desires. This bill, now law, gives governing
authority back to local units of government. LEA supports.
Passed the House 87-39, and the Senate 43-19. Welker and
Fjoslien co-authored the building code amendment.

2. Abortion (H.F. 399): This bill would prohibit the granting
of any funds under the state family planning grant services
program to any corporation which performs abortions and made
certain provisions of the program nonseverable. Family plan-
ning is an area into which the State should not intrude, and
particularly not in funding its worst form, abortion. Under
the nonseverability clause, the entire law would be struck down
if the abortion provider exclusion was found unconstitutional.
LEA strongly supports this bill, which passed the House 85-46,
but is stalled in the Senate Health, Welfare and Corrections
Committee. (George Perpich, chairman). Authors: WALDORF,
MERRIAM

3. Stadium (S.F. 1351): Authorized the Metropolitan Sports
Facilities Commission to make a revised site determination for a
stadium. Additional revenues that are needed will be raised
through an on-sale liquor tax or hotel-motel tax in the muni-
cipality where the stadium is located (Minneapolis). Municipal
stadiums in other cities have cost up to four times the estimated
amount. Currently, the State Zoo in Apple Valley is several
million dollars in the red, and construction cost estimates for
the new State Prison have been exceeded by over $10 million.
The $55 million cost projection for a downtown domed stadium
is certainly underfunded, and if construction begins the taxpayer
will again bear the burden. LEA opposed. Passed on final votes
of 72-59 in ‘the House, and 39-18 in the Senate. Authors:
PATTON, S. KEEFE

4. Agricultural Land Use (H.F. 1091): Provides for a joint
legislative committee on agricultural land preservation. Estab-
lishes a public policy of agricultural land control. This is a fur-
ther implementation of Regional Government and a further
erosion of private property rights. LEA opposed this bill, now
law. Passed on third reading final votes of 118-10 in the House,
and 59-0 in the Senate. Authors: KALIS, WEGENER

5. D.C. Amendment (H.F. 3): Ratified the U.S. constitutional
amendment providing congressional representation to the Dis-
trict of Columbia. Washington, D.C. was created by the Found-
ing Fathers to be a separate, neutral area, free of control by any
sovereign state. Giving this city powers of a state destroys
this needed neutrality and deprives the states of equal suffrage.
LEA opposed. Passed the House on a reconsideration vote of
68-66, and the Senate on;a final vote of 37-29. Authors:
WYNIA, LEWIS

6. Noise Pollution (S.F. 188): This bill, now law, exempts
skeet, trap, and shooting sports clubs from the noise standards
of any state agency. This law gets state government bureaucracy
out of what certainly is a local issue. A general trend in this
direction is sorely needed in Minnesota. LEA supported. Passed
the House 110-15, and the Senate 48-11. Authors: REDING,
SCHMITZ

Y = Yes

N = No

— means excused, absent, or not voting

*  denotes vote favored by LEA

means percentage of legislator’s votes that
were correct according to LEA

d = Democratic-Farmer Labor
Independent-Republican

-
Il

Legislators missing more than 5 votes are not rated.

7. Minimum Wage (H.F. 699): Increases the state minimum
wage from $2.30 to $2.90 beginning January 1, 1980; to $3.10
beginning January 1, 1981; and $3.35 on January 1, 1982. For
those under 18 years of age the rate increases from $2.07 to
$2.61, $2.79, and $3.02, respectively. This bill, now law, is not
in the public interest because it will increase unemployment
among inexperienced, younger workers and handicapped people.
LEA opposed. Passed the House 100-30, and the Senate 47-9.
Authors: BYRNE, VEGA

8. Public Waters (S.F. 808): Redefined the term “public waters™
to also include wetlands. Gave too much power to the com-
missioner of the Department of Natural Resources, even to
overrule county boards. Private property rights were disre-
garded. LEA strongly opposed this bill, now law. Passed on final
votes of 84-47 in the House, and 48-8 in the Senate. Authors:
G. ANDERSON, NICHOLS

9. Reapportionment Commission (S.F. 129): This bill would
propose an amendment to the Minnesota Constitution for
congressional and legislative apportionments by a bipartisan 13
member commission. Under the present constitution, the state
legislature reapportions. The proposed commission would be no
less political, have no more wisdom, and be less representative
than reapportionment under the current procedure. LEA op-
posed. The bill passed the House 110-20, and the Senate 48-14,
but is in conference committee and will see further action in
1980. Authors: M. SIEBEN, LUTHER

10. State Employee Wages and Benefits (H.F. 1467): This bill
increased wages, salaries, and fringe benefits by an estimated
$82 million for approximately 19,000 state employees. No one
objects to them earning a fair wage. However, it is wrong to
increase public employee bargaining power and benefits in an
inflationary period when their benefits already exceed those of
employees in comparable positions in the private sector; and
when the taxpayer is overburdened because of excessive govern-
ment spending. LEA opposed this bill, now law, which passed
on final votes of 117-15 in the House, and 62-1 in the Senate.
Authors: M. SIEBEN, COLEMAN

Please send me ___ copies of the 1979
Annual Report. 45¢ each, 12/$5.00 or

100/$35.00. Quantity rates available.
A contribution of is enclosed.

I want to work with LEA.

Please make all checks payable to LEA

SEND TO: LEA
2525 County Rd. |

Use this coupon or return envelope.

Minneapolis, MN 55432



Important Legislation Currently Pending
in the Minnesota Legislature

H.F. 399: (see key vote number 2 in report)

S.F. 129: (see key vote number 9)

S.F. 618: (see key vote number 15)

H.F. 97 (Tax Limitation Amendment): LEA strongly supports.

S.F. 358: This would provide that Health Maintenance Organi-
zations (HMO’s) are not required to provide coverage of elec-
tive, induced abortions. The bill passed the House, but is stalled
in the Senate. LEA strongly supports.

H.F. 371,S.F. 641: A bill to reform the Spannaus Anti-Handgun
Law. LEA supports.

H.F. 43: Would urge Congress to call a convention to propose on
amendment to the United States Constitution to require a
federal balanced budget. LEA supports.

H.F. 681: Would discontinue the Family Planning Grant Pro-
grams. LEA supports.

H.F. 1639: Would reduce the state sales and use tax to three
percent. LEA supports.

MINNESOTA Daily (U of M newspaper): LEA supports legis-
lation to eliminate its funding by mandatory student fees.

H.F. 62, S.F. 641: The Right to Keep and Bear Arms Amend-
ment. LEA supports.

Initiative and Referendum: Several I and A bills have been intro-
duced. Hearings are needed to develop a bill which grants the
voter this right, but contains adequate petition safeguards.

If your Senator and Representative have represented
your wishes on these issues, thank them. But if you object to
their vote on any of these bills, we suggest that you confront
them with your views on these issues. Your expressed
opinion will have an effect!

Bob Knudson
LEA Chairman

(Note: If you are not certain of the name of your legislator,
your local newspaper, library, or political headquarters, or the
LEA can supply this information.)

LEA encourages the usage of the material in this
Report, in whole or in part, by any group or individual.

KEY VOTES — Continued

11. Labor Disputes — Vehicular Traffic (H.F. 1392): This bill,
now law, demands that all vehicles stop at the entrance of a
business where a labor dispute is in progress. It is the result of
labor and the legislature becoming over-emotional because of a
single incident. In this law, the state abandons what should be
its neutral position in labor disputes. Normal traffic laws should
govern these situations. LEA opposed. Passed on third reading
votes of 102-19 in the House, and 63-0 in the Senate. Authors:
ENEBO, HANSON

12. Obscene Movies (H.F. 13): This bill, now law, defines final
standards for determining a motion picture to be obscene. It
further provides that a person who exhibits such a motion pic-
ture at a drive-in theater is guilty of a misdemeanor and pre-
scribes additional penalties if convicted twice within two years.
LEA supports. Passed on final votes of 121-1 in the House, and
48-10 in the Senate. Authors: SHERWOOD, MENNING

13. DNR and State Planning Agency Appropriations (H.F.
1253): Authorized the issuance of $48 million in bonds for
acquisition of more land for parks, trails, and wildlife areas in
the state. Of this, $16.4 million was authorized for various
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) projects, including
establishment of the controversial 3,400 acre Tettegouche State
Park near Silver Bay. LEA believes this park is being forced on
the residents of this area dgainst their will and ' without
adequate public hearings. The State Planning Agency received
$27 million of the total for transfer to the Metropolitan Council
for acquisition and development of regional parks in the.Twin
Cities area. Too much land in Minnesota is already government
owned. LEA opposed this bill, now law, which passed on third
reading votes of 87-43 in the House, and 59-2 in the Senate.
Authors: CASSERLY, J. ANDERSON

14. Omnibus Energy Bill (S.F. 2): In responding to the energy
crisis, this bill continues the excessive government interference
in the field of energy, especially in the allocation of resources,
that caused the crisis in the first place. This problem can be
solved more fairly and efficiently by private enterprise. This
bill will create no more resources, although it further erodes
our individual freedoms. The cost of implementing this bill,
now law, is $13.75 million. LEA opposed. Passed the House
123-6, and the Senate 61-1. Authors: DEAN, J. ANDERSON

15. Teacher Licensing (S.F. 618): This bill provides that the
State Board of Teaching, a board dominated by teachers, license
teachers and set the rules governing criteria and qualifications
of teachers for licensing. At a time when many teachers and
their unions seem more interested in the “three P’s” of Power,
Politics and Picketing than in the “three R’s”, and increasing
numbers of students at all levels are functionally illiterate, a
law helping make teachers their own bosses will only exacerbate
the situation. LEA opposed this bill, which passed the House
106-15, and the Senate 53-9, but with differences that will
require a conference committee in the 1980 session. Authors:
M. SIEBEN, HUGHES

16. Health, Welfare and Corrections Appropriations (H.F. 1518):
This bill, now law, appropriated $1.1 billion to the Department
of Public Welfare, and approximately $200 million to the health
and correction agencies. This represents a 22 percent increase
over the current biennium’s budget. This is another typically
wasteful, exorbitant, omnibus bill that passed with little opposi-
tion at a time when government should be exercising frugality.
LEA opposed. Passed on third reading votes of 123-7 in the
House, and 61-1 in the Senate. Author: NORTON
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ANDERSON, J. (North Branch 19)
ASHBACH, R. (St. Paul 48)

BANG, O. (Edina 39)

BENEDICT, R. (Bloomington 38)
BERNHAGEN, J. (Hutchinson 22)
BRATAAS, N. (Rochester 33)
CHENOWETH, J. (St. Paul 66)

CHMIELEWSKI, F. (Sturgeon Lake 14)

COLEMAN, N. (St. Paul 65)
DAVIES, J. (Mpls. 60)
DIETERICH, N. (St. Paul 62)
DUNN, R. (Princeton 18)
ENGLER, S. (Randolph 25)
FREDERICK, M. (West Concord 32)
GEARTY, E. (Mpls. 54)
GUNDERSON, J. (Mabel 35)
HANSON, M. (Hallock 1)
HUGHES, J. (Maplewood 50)
HUMPHREY, H. (New Hope 44)
JENSEN, C. (Sleepy Eye 28)
JOHNSON, D. (Cook 6)

KEEFE, J. (Hopkins 40)

KEEFE, S. (Mpls. 59)
KIRCHNER, W. (Richfield 37)
KLEINBAUM, J, (St. Cloud 17)
KNAAK, D. (White Bear Lake 49)
KNOLL, F. (Mpls. 61)
KNUTSON, H. (Burnsville 53)
LAUFENBURGER, R. (Lewiston 34)
LESSARD, R. (Intl Falls 3)
LEWIS, B. (Golden Valley 41)
LUTHER, W. (Brooklyn Ctr. 45)
MCCUTCHEON, W. (St. Paul 67)
MENNING, M. (Edgerton 26)
MERRIAM, G. (Coon Rapids 47)
MOE, R. (Ada 2)

NELSON, T. (Austin 31)
NICHOLS, J. (Lake Benton 20)
OGDAHL, H. (Mpls. 58)
OLHOFT, W. {(Herman 11)
OLSON, H. (St. James 27)
PENNY, T. (New Richland 30)
PERPICH, G. (Chisholm 5}
PETERSON, C. (Detroit Lakes 10)
PILLSBURY, G. (Wayzata 42)
PURFEERST, C.( Faribault 24)
RENNEKE, E. (LeSueur 23)
RUED, D. (Aitkin 13)

SCHAAF, D. (Fridley 46)
SCHMITZ, R. (Jordan. 36)
SCHROM, E. (Albany 16)
SETZEPFANDT, A. (Bird Island 21)
SIELOFF, R. (St. Paul 63)
SIKORSKI, G. (Stillwater 51)
SILLERS, D. (Moorhead 9)
SOLON, S. (Duluth 7)

SPEAR, A. (Mpls. 57)

STAPLES, E. (Plymouth 43)
STOKOWSKI, E. (Mpls. 55)
STRAND, R. (Cyrus,15)
STUMPF, P. (St. Paul 64)
TENNESSEN, R. (Mpls. 56)
UELAND, A. (North Mankato 29)
ULLAND, J. (Duluth 8)

VEGA, C. (South St. Paul 52)
WEGENER, M. (Bertha 12)
WILLET, G. (Park Rapids 4)
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