1978 REPORT on the MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE

by the For an
LEGISLATIVE EVALUATION ASSEMBLY INFORMED CITIZENRY
of MINNESOTA, INC. 1978

The Legislative Evaluation Assembly (LEA) of Minnesota is pleased to present its evaluation of the
performance of the 201 Senators and Representatives of the Minnesota Legislature during the 1978 session.

The legislators with the best voting percentages were Earl Renneke in the Senate and Raymond
Albrecht in the House of Representatives. Other legislators meriting honorable mention were Senator Ed
Schrom; and Representatives Gilbert Esau, Gaylin Den Ouden, Richard Wigley, Rodney Searle, Adolph
Kvam, Elton Redalen, Delbert Anderson, and David Fjoslien.

Earl Renneke Raymond Albrecht
Top Senator Top Representative

MINNESOTA JOINS THE TAX REBELLION

The first courageous, positive step of Minnesotans to regain control of their government was taken
in this session with the introduction of H.F. 2186, the Constitutional amendment to limit taxes. Un-
fortunately, the measure was not even allowed a hearing in the House Committee on Taxes, and a motion
made from the floor to call the bill from committee failed passage. (See House vote 1. in the report.)

Fortunately, three of the amendment’s sponsors have already announced their intention to reintro-
duce the amendment in the 1979 session. The overwhelming success of Proposition 13 in California and
the progress of tax limitation movements in other states should make clear the wisdom of giving this
measure due consideration next year.

How each incumbent running in the 1978 election voted on the Tax Limitation Amendment should
be given ardent publicity in this Fall’s campaign.
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ANDERSON, J. (North Branch 19) Y* oY - N*
ASHBACK, R. (Arden Hills 48) w N b ¢ b Y
BANG, O. (Edina 39) - = — — N*
BENEDICT, R. (Bloomington 38) S N ¥ %%
BERNHAGEN, J. (Hutchinson 22) W Yioox N* N*
BORDEN, W. (Brainerd 13) E Y* ¥ - -
BRATAAS, N. (Rochester 33) = N X b b
CHENOWETH, J. {St. Paul 68) g L G Y N*
CHMIELEWSKI, F. (Sturgeon Lake 14) o  Y* N* N* N*¥
COLEMAN, N, (St. Paul 65) 2 N Y Y Y
DAVIES, J. (Minneapolis 60) N Y Y Y
DIETERICH, N. (St. Paul 62) N Y — Y
DUNN, R. (Princeton 18) Yt - — N
ENGLER, S. (Randolph 25) Y ¥y N* N*
FREDERICK, M. (West Concord 32) WL N — N
GEARTY, E. (Minneapolis 54) it Y Y N*
GUNDERSON, J. {Mabel 35} N Y ¥ N*
HANSON, M. (Hallock 1) Y* Y — Y
HUGHES, J. (St. Paul 50) yE Yy — N*
HUMPHREY, H. (New Hope 44) N — Y Y
JENSEN, C. (Sleepy Eye 28) Yy — Y
JOHNSON, D. {Cook 6) YE Y ¥
KEEFE, J. (Hopkins 40) - = Y i N*
KEEFE, S. (Minneapolis 59) e ' Y
KIRCHNER, W. (Richfield 37) Y* - — Y
KLEINBAUM, J. (St. Cloud 17) b Gl S i N
KNAAK, D. (White Bear Lake 49) Y* Y Y -
KNOLL, F. (Minneapolis 61) Yt Y ¥ N*
KNUTSON, H. (Burnsville 53) Y* Y — N*
LAUFENBURGER, R. (Lewiston 34) b Y: Y
LESSARD, R. {International Falls 3) b L ¢ Y Y
LEWIS, B, (St. Louis Park 41) N — Y Y
LUTHER, W. (Brooklyn Center 45) N Y i Y
MCCUTCHEON, W. (St. Paul 67) Y* N*Y Y Y
MENNING, M. (Edgerton 26) Y N* N* N*
MERRIAM, G. (Coon Rapids 47) Y* Y — Y
MOE, R. (Ada 2) YE = Y Y
NELSON, T. (Austin 31) N Y — Y
NICHOLS, J. {Lake Benton 20) N — - N*
OGDAMHL, H. (Minneapolis 58) N Y Y Y
OLHOFT, W. (Herman 11) ¥* Y N*  N¥
OLSON, H. (St. James 27) N bl N* N*
PENNY, T. (New Richland 30) y* 'y Y Y
PERPICH, G. (Chisholm B) ~ N N* - Y
PETERSON, C. (Detroit Lakes 10) yY* vy Y Y
PILLSBURY, G. (Wayzata 42) N Y Y Y
PURFEERST, C. (Faribault 24) Y* N* Y Y
RENNEKE, E. (LeSeuer 23) Y* Y N* N*
SCHAAF, D. (Fridley 46) N Y Y ¥
SCHMITZ, R. (Jordan 36) Y* ¥ Y N*
SCHROM, E. (Albany 16) XY* N - N*
SETZEPFANDT, A. (Bird Island 21) N* oY Y Y
SIELOFF, R. (St. Paul 63) Yt ¥ M N*
SIKORSKI, G. (Stillwater 51) ¥yt ¥y - N*
SILLERS, D. {(Moorhead 9) vE Y Y N¥
SOLON, S. (Duluth 7) Yy - Y
SPEAR, A. (Minneapolis 57) N b e Y
STAPLES, E. (Wayzata 43) N b — Y
STOKOWSKI, E. (Minneapolis 55) Y* Y Y N*
STRAND, R. (Cyrus 15) VS LY - Y
STUMPF, P. (St. Paul 64) b A Y Y
TENNESSEN, R. {(Minneapolis 56) N 3 i Y
UELAND, A. (No. Mankato 29) Y& Y Y Y
ULLAND, J. (Duluth 8) N s A ¥
VEGA, C. (South St. Paul 52) Y*¥ Y Y Y
WEGENER, M. (Bertha 12) Y* N* — Y
WILLET, G. (Park Rapids 4) Y* N* N* N*
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KEY VOTES

1 . Tax Limitation Amendment (H.F. 2186): This bill would have
amended the Minnesota Constitution to limit total state tax
evenues to a fixed percentage of total personal income to the
state and would require referendum approval in localities for any
increases in local taxes. This would have accomplished most of
what Proposition 13 did in California plus much more. The bill
was not allowed a hearing in committee (Tax Committee Rep.
William Kelly chairman). The vote used in the rating was a roll
call vote on a motion to call the bill from committee to the
House floor and failed 37-84. LEA supports this excellent
bill. Authors; McDONALD, PLEASANT, JUDE, HEINITZ,
REDALEN

2. Abortion (S.F. 2236): This bill (now law) prohibits the Min-
nesota County Welfare boards from paying for abortions except
to prevent the death of the mother, or if the pregnancy is the
result of rape in which case it must be reported within 48 hours,
or if the pregnancy is the result of incest in which case the
incident and relative must be reported to the police for investiga-
tion prior to the abortion. LEA supports this step in the right
direction, giving normal child birth preference over abortion.
Passed the House 107-27, and the Senate 44-21. Authors:
OLHOFT, R. KEMPE

3. Minnesota Family Planning Act (H.F, 2098): This act is mis-
named, since it primarily effects the usage of contraceptives by,
and advice on abortion and sterilization to teenagers, who are
NOT planning families. It provides grants (our tax money) to
cities, counties and nonprofit corporations, except those who
verform abortions, for providing these “services”. The State
should not intrude in family privacy or responsibilities. LEA
opposed this bill, now law. Passed the House 82-46, and the
Senate 51-8. Authors: BERGLIN, STAPLES

4, No-Fault Divorce (H.F. 2027): This bill, now law, extends the
concept of no-fault divorce. It provides that marital misconduct
can no longer be a factor taken in consideration by the courts for
determining property division, child custody, “maintenance”,
etc. Many protections for wives are removed, The fact that mar-
riage is a legal contract is ignored. EEA opposed this bill. Passed
the House 75-45, and the Senate 37-8. Authors: BERGLIN,
DAVIES

Please send me copies of the 1978
Annual Report. 35¢ each or 4/$1.00.

Quantity rates available.

|
I
l Please send me ____ copies of both the
| 1977 and 1978 Reports (complete
| seventieth session) of the Minnesota
Legislature. 70¢ each or 2/$1.00.
I Quantity rates; available.

l

|

|

I

I want to work with LEA.

A contribution of is enclosed.

Please make all checks payable:
Legislative Evaluation Assembly (LEA).

Use this coupon or return envelope.

5. Abolishes Actions for Breach of Promise, etc. (S.F. 997): This
bill abolishes all civil cause for breach of promise, alienation of
affection, criminal conversation and seduction. It alleges these
have been subject to abuses, such as blackmail, and should there-
fore be abolished. Prior to these new social ideas, women have
been protected by the law. This bill eliminates this legal protec-
tion, and allows no action for breach of marriage promise to be
heard in court. It will repeal the sanctity of marriage. LEA op-
posed this bill, now law. The bill passed in the House 113-3, and
the Senate 41-25. Authors: TENNESSEN, CASSERLY

6. Handcuffs On Police (S.F. 2361): This bill changes the defini-
tion of deadly force by peace officers to include the firing of a
warning shot. Police cannot shoot in the direction of an escaping
criminal unless the officer is reasonably sure his own or other
person’s life is in danger. (He still has the privilege of running
down the suspect — if he can catch him.) With crime on the in-
crease, why do we continue to increase restrictions on our police?
LEA opposed the bill, now law. Passed the House 106-13, and
the Senate 42-6. Authors: McCUTCHEON, MOE

7. More Power to the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(S.F. 397): This is another bill expanding the authority and
jurisdiction of the DNR. It would have given Conservation Of-
ficers the powers of Peace Officers (Sheriffs); including'the power
of arrest for a crime committed in their presence anywhere in
the state. LEA opposed this bill, which would have extended the
powers of this unelected branch of government. The bill
passed in the Senate 47-16, but was killed in the House by a vote
of 62-60. Authors: JOHNSON, SHERWOOD

8. Appointment of County Administrators Without Referendum
(S.F. 975): Authorizes the appointment of County Administra-
tors and Executive Secretaries without referendum. This bill
expands the power and control of appointed government over
local affairs by adding another appointee to office, thus reducing
the responsibilities of the elected officials. LEA is opposed to
appointed government, and the passage of this bill. It, unfor-
tunately, became law; passing the House 91-25 and the Senate
50-11. Authors: WEGENER, McEACHERN
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means percentage of legislator’s votes that
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KEY VOTES — Continued

9. Appointed Aldermen Aids for Minneapolis (H.F. 2050): “Not-
withstanding any provisions of the :Minneapolis city charter,
veterans preference act, or civil service rule, law or regulation to
the contrary”, this bill authorizes the Minneapolis city council to
provide for up to ten unclassified positions for aids to aldermen.
The ten appointees, despite the foregoing exceptions, acquire all
the advantages of classified state employees (civil service), in-
cluding hospitalization, pension, job tenure, etc. The ten are in
addition to thirteen student assistants already welded on the tax-
payers in the unclassified service. LEA opposed this bill, now law,
which makes the taxpayer pay for more political cronyism.
Passed the House 6842, and the Senate 34-28. Authors: RICE,
S. KEEFE

10. Increasing the Power of the Energy Agency (H.F. 2261):
This bill gives the Energy Agency the power to mandate certain
residential energy efficiency standards, and requires property
conveyances to include commitment for compliance. It establishes
insulation product and application standards, renter occupied
buildings included, and prescribes penalties for noncompliance.
This is giving law making authority to an appointed, not elected,
administrative agency, and quasi<judicial authority to enforce its
own rules. It takes away private property rights guaranteed by the
Constitution. LEA opposed this bill, now law. Passed the House
69-58, and the Senate 55-0. Authors: MUNGER, HUMPHREY

11. More State Employees (H.F. 2015): This bill, now law,
classifies certain employees involved in the administration and
implementation of Federal Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) programs, and paid from CETA funds, as
state employees. Grants such persons all rights and benefits as
state employees. LEA opposed this special favoritism. It passed
the House 116-9, and the Senate 44-4, Authors: CORBID, MOE

12. More Regional Control (S.F. 910): This bill increases the
powers and duties of the Minnesota municipal board empowered
to regulate the incorporation, annexation, detachment, consolida-
tion, and boundary adjustments of certain local governmental
units, It allows annexation of an entire town without a referen-
dum. The bill states that the board’s actions concerning land use
controls must comply with the plans and policies of the Metro-
politan Council. This is another step toward Regional Govern-
ment. LEA opposed this bill, now law. Passed the House 126-0,
and the Senate 57-0. Author: WEGENER

13. Consumer Utility Board (H.F. 1131): This bill authorizes
creation of a board of residential utility consumers to represent
customers of electrical, water, natural gas and telephone public
utilities (publicly or privately owned). It gives such board privilege
of appearance before the public service commission or Minnesota
supreme court to contest rates or adequacy of service. It provides
exception for small suppliers and cooperative organizations, LEA
opposed this bill, now law, which interferes with the free enter-
prise system, and will ultimately result in increased cost to the
utility consumer. Passed the House 80-35, and the Senate 47-2.
Authors: M. SIEBEN, CHENOWETH

WHAT IS LEA?

LEA, incorporated under the laws of Minnesota, is a
multipartisan, non-profit organization established to keep
the citizens of Minnesota informed about legislation intro-
duced in the state legislature, as evaluated according to
LEA’s principles. LEA also rates the performance of each
state senator and representative on his or her votes on the
key issues.

LEA conducts its analysis and all its other activities
solely with voluntary efforts.

LEA bases its evaluations on these principles:

® The American form of government, constitutional,
limited, local, dispersal of power.

Freedom and dignity of the individual.
Legal and moral order with justice.
Private property and a free market economy.

National sovereignty and strength.

Strictly limited government spending and tgxati(in.

LEA has no income other than from donations and
the sale of its reports. Your donations and orders are
urgently needed to make it possible for LEA to continue
its work.

In order to accomplish more of its goals, LEA is
seeking increased participation and invites your assistance.

If your senator and representative have represented your
wishes on these issues, thank them. But if you object to their
vote on any of these bills, we suggest that you confront them
with your views on these issues. Your expressed opinion will
have an effect!

Bob Knudson
LEA Chairman

(Note: If you are not certain of the name of your legislator,
your local newspaper, library, or political headquarters, or the
LEA can supply this information.)
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ABELN, L. (Bloomington 38B)
ADAMS, L. (Minneapolis 44B)

_ ALBRECHT, R. (Brownton 23A)

ANDERSON, B. (Slayton 26A)
ANDERSON, D. (Starbuck 15A)
ANDERSON, G. (Bellingham 15B)
ANDERSON, I. {International Falls 3A)
ANDERSON, R. (Ottertail 10B)
ARLANDSON, J. (Golden Valley 41A)
BATTAGLIA, D. (Two Harbors 6B)
BEAUCHAMP, D. (Moorhead 9A)
BEGICH, J. (Eveleth 6A)

BERG, T. (Minneapolis 56B)
BERGLIN, L. {(Minneapolis 59A)
BERKELMAN, T. (Duluth 8B)
BIERSDORF, J. (Owatonna 32A)
BIRNSTIHL, O. (Faribault 24B)
BRANDL, J. (Minneapolis 61A)
BRAUN, A. (Greenbush 1A)
BRINKMAN, B. (Richmond 16B)
BYRNE, P. (St. Paul 64B)
CARLSON, A. (Minneapolis 58B)
CARLSON, D. (Sandstone 14A)
CARLSON, L. (Brooklyn Center 44A)
CASSERLY, J. (Minneapolis 56A)
CLARK, J. (Minneapolis 60A)
CLAWSON, J. (Center City 19A)
COHEN, R. (St. Paul 63B)
CORBID, J. Oklee 1B)
CUMMISKEY, D. (Mankato 29A)
DEAN, W. (Minneapolis 58A)

DEN QUDEN, G. (Prinsburg 21B)
ECKSTEIN, A. {(New Ulm 28B)
EKEN, W. (Twin Valley 2B)
ELLINGSON, R. (Brooklyn Center 45B)
ENEBO, S. (Minneapolis 60B)
ERICKSON, W. (Hills 26B)

ESAU, G. {(Mountain Lake 28A)
EVANS, J. (Detroit Lakes 10A)
EWALD, D. (Minnetonka 40A)
FARICY, R. (St. Paul 63A)
FJOSLIEN, D. (Brandon 11B)
FORSYTHE, M. {Edina 39A)
FRIEDRICH, D. (Rochester 32B)
FUDRO, S. (Minneapolis 55A)
FUGINA, P. (Virginia BA)
GEORGE, M. (Mahtomedi 50A)
GUNTER, C. (Raymond 21A)
HANSON, W. (St. Paul 62B)
HEINITZ, O. (Wayzata 43A)
HOKANSON, S. (Richfield 37A)
JACOBS, J. (Coon Rapids 47A)
JAROS, M. (Duluth 7B)

JENSEN, R. (Farmington 53B)
JOHNSON, C. (St, Peter 23B)
JUDE, T. (Mound 42A)

KAHN, P. (Minneapolis 57A)
KALEY, J. {Rochester 33A)
KALIS, H. (Walters 30A)

KELLY, R. (St. Paul 66B)

KELLY, W. {East Grand Forks 2A)
KEMPE, A. (West St. Paul 67A)
KEMPE, R. (West St. Paul 53A)
KING, D. (Golden Valley 43B)
KNICKERBOCKER, J. {(Hopkins 40B)
KOSTOHRYZ, R. (North St. Paul 50B)
KROENING, C. (Minneapolis 54A)
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KVAM, A. (Litchfield 22A)
LAIDIG, G. (Stillwater 51A)
LANGSETH, K. (Glyndon 9B)
LEHTO, A. (Duluth 8A)
LEMKE, R. (Lake City 34A)
MANGAN, T. (Anoka 19B)
MANN, G. (Windom 27A)

MCCARRON, P. (Spring Lake Park 46A)

MCCOLLAR, M. (White Bear Lake 49B)
MCDONALD, K. {(Watertown 36A)
MCEACHERN, B. (St. Michael 18B)
METZEN, J. (South St. Paul 52A)
MOE, D. (St. Paul 65B)

MUNGER, W. (Duluth 7A)
MURPHY, M. (Duluth 14B)
NEISEN, H. (Mounds View 49A)
NELSEN, B. (Staples 12A)
NELSEN, M. (Aitkin 13B)
NELSON, K. (Minneapolis 59B)
NIEHAUS, J. (Sauk Centre 16A)
NQORTON, F. (St. Paul 65A)
NOVAK, S. (New Brighton 48A)
ONNEN, T. (Cokato 22B)
OSTHOFF, C. (St. Paul 64A)
PATTON, A. (Sartell 17A)
PEHLER, J. (St. Cloud 17B)
PETERSON, D. (Fairmont 27B)
PETRAFESQ, P. (St. Louis Park 41B)
PLEASANT, R. (Bloomington 39B)
PRAHL, N. (Grand Rapids 3B):
REDALEN, E. (Fountain 35A)
REDING, L. (Austin 31B})

RICE, J. {(Minneapolis 54B)

ROSE, J. (Roseville 48B)

SABQO, M. (Minneapolis 57B)

ST. ONGE, D. (Bemidji 4A)
SAMUELSON, D. (Brainerd 13A)
SARNA, J. (Minneapolis 55B)
SAVELKQUL, H. (Albert Lea 31A)
SCHEID, L. (Brooklyn Park 45A)
SCHULZ, V. (Goodhue 25B)
SEARLE, R. (Waseca 30B)
SEARLES, R. (Orono 42B)
SHERWOOD, G. (Pine River 4B)
SIEBEN, H. (Hastings 52B)
SIEBEN, M. (Newport 51B)
SIMONEAU, W. (Fridley 46B)
SKOGLUND, W. {(Minneapolis 61B)
SMOGARD, E. (Madison 20A)
SPANISH, J. (Hibbing 5B)
STANTON, R. (Arco 20B)

STOA, T. (Winona 34B)

SUSS, T. (New Prague 36B)
SWANSON, J. (Richfield 37B)
TOMLINSON, J. (St. Paul 67B)
VANASEK, R. (New Prague 24A)
VOSS, G. (Blaine 47B)
WALDORF, E. {St. Paul 66A)}
WELCH, R. {Cambridge 18A)
WENSTROM, G. (Elbow Lake 11A)
WENZEL, S. (Little Falls 12B)
WHITE, J. {(Farmington 25A)
WIESER, A. (LaCrescent 356B)
WIGLEY, R. (Lake Crystal 29B)
WILLIAMSON, B. (Bloomington 38A)
WYNIA, A. (St. Paul 62A)
ZUBAY, K. (Rochester 33B})
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