1977 REPORT on the MINNESOTA LEGISLATURE

SO
by the 5 For an
LEGISLATIVE EVALUATION ASSEMBLY - INFORMED CITIZENRY
of MINNESOTA 7 1977
U4
/
/4

The Legislative Evaluation Assembly (LEA) of Minnesota is pleased to present its evaluation of the
performance of the 201 Senators and Representatives of the Minnesota Legislature during the 1977 session.

The legislators with the best voting percentages were Ed Schrom in the Senate and Joe Niehaus in
the House of Represenatives. Other legislators meriting honorable mention were Senators Earl W. Renneke
and Carl A. Jensen; and Representatives Raymond Albrecht, Adolph Kvam, Donald Friedrich, Delbert
Anderson, A. J. Eckstein, Wendell Erickson, Gilbert Esau, J. R. Kaley, Bruce Nelson, Darrell Peterson
and Richard Wigley.

Ed Schrom Joe T. Niehaus
Top Senator Top Representative

1977 LEGISLATURE ACCENTUATES THE NEGATIVE

The tone of the 1977 legislative session is indicated by the extreme scarcity of floor votes on
legislation which would hold the line on government spending or prevent further degradation of personal
freedom. While such bills were introduced, they rarely emerged from committee. Consequently, LEA’s
evaluators faced a situation in which they had to favor the vote in opposition to every bill used in this
rating,

LEA has evpluated every session of the Minnesota Legislature starting with 1971, and this is the first
time that such a situation has existed. This fact, more than any one bill, paints the picture of the 1977
legislature.

A second characteristic of the session is that, while there were a number of very important pieces
of legislation, there were not as many “heavyweight” bills as the sessions of the preceding several years
had produced.
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SENATE

ANDERSON, J. (North Branch 19)
ASHBACH, R. (Arden Hills 48)
BANG, O. (Edina 39)

BENEDICT, R. (Bloomington 38)
BERNHAGEN, J. (Hutchinson 22)
BORDEN, W. (Brainerd 13)
BRATAAS, N. (Rochester 33)
CHENOWETH, J. (St. Paul 66)
CHMIELEWSKI, F. (Sturgeon Lake 14)
COLEMAN, N. (St. Paul 65)
DAVIES, J. (Minneapolis 60)
DIETERICH, N. (St. Paul 62)
DUNN, R. (Princeton 18)
ENGLER, S. (Randolph 25)
FREDERICK, M. (West Concord 32)
GEARTY, E. (Minneapolis 54)
GUNDERSON, J. {Mabel 35)
HANSON, M. (Hallock 1)
HUGHES, J. (St. Paul 50)
HUMPHREY, H. (New Hope 44)
JENSEN, C. (Sleepy Eye 28)
JOHNSON, D. (Cook 6)
KEEFE, J. (Hopkins 40) g
KEEFE, S. (Minneapolis 59)
KIRCHNER, W. (Richfield 37)
KLEINBAUM, J. (St. Cloud 17)
KNOLL, F. (Minneapolis 61)
KNUTSON, H. (Burnsville 563)
LAUFENBURGER, R. (Lewiston 34)
LESSARD, R. (International Falls.3)
LEWIS, B. (St. Louis Park 41)
LUTHER, W. (Brooklyn Center 45)
MCCUTCHEON, W. (St. Paul 67)
MENNING, M. (Edgerton 26)
MERRIAM, G. (Coon Rapids 47)
MILTON, J. (White Bear Lake 49)
MOQE, R. (Ada 2)

NELSON, T. (Austin 31)
NICHOLS, J. (Lake Benton 20)
OGDAHL, H. (Minneapolis 58)
OLHOFT, W. (Herman 11)
OLSON, H. (St. James 27)
PENNY, T. (New Richland 30)
PERPICH, G. {Chisholm b) ;
PETERSON, C. (Detroit Lakes 10)
PILLSBURY, G. (Wayzata 42)
PURFEERST, C. (Fairbault 24)
RENNEKE, E. (LeSeuer 23)
SCHAAF, D. (Fridley 46)
SCHMITZ, R. (Jordan 36)
SCHROM, E. (Albany 16)
SETZEPFANDT, A. (Bird Island 21)
SIELOFF, R. (St. Paul 63)
SIKORSKI, G. (Stillwater b1)
SILLERS, D. (Moorhead 9)
SOLON, S. (Duluth 7)

SPEAR, A. (Minneapolis 57)
STAPLES, E. (Wayzata 43)
STOKOWSKI, E. (Minneapolis 55)
STRAND, R. (Cyrus'15)
STUMPF, P. (St. Paul 64)
TENNESSEN, R. (Minneapolis 56)
UELAND, A. (No. Mankato 29)
ULLAND, J. (Duluth 8)

VEGA, C. (South St. Paul 52)
WEGENER, M. {Bertha 12)
WILLET, G. (Park Rapids 4)
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KEY VOTES

1. Metro Sports Facility (S.F. 895): Created a Metropolitan
Sports Facilities Commission consisting of 7 members appointed
by the Governor to make a final determination on the type, size
and location of a new sports stadium in the metropolitan area.
Allows the Metropolitan Council to sell $55,000,000 in bonds and
impose a 2%% liquor and beer tax to provide funding. The tax-
payer is forced to fund a discriminatory tax plan and to sub-
sidize special interest groups. Municipal stadiums in other cities
have cost up to 4 times the estimated amount. This should be a
free enterprize project. LEA favored a no vote. Passed Senate
40-24. Passed House 70-61.

2. Pay Raise (S.F. 483): Increased salaries of constitutional
officers. state department and agency heads, judges and legislators
such as Governor, $58,000; Attorney General, $49,000; Lt.
Governor, $36,000; Auditor, Treasurer, Secretary of State,
$30,000; Chief Justice, $52,000; Associate Justice, $49,000;
Municipal and County judges, $40,000. Legislators’ salaries will
be $16,500 in 1979 and $18,500 in 1980. Legislative per diems are
increased to $48. This bill is designed to promote a professional
legislature, which the LEA opposes. Passed Senate 38-25. Passed
House 70-64.

3. Amtrak (S.F. 1034): Appropriated $324,051 to cover past
deficits and continue Amtrak rail service between Minneapolis-
St. Paul and Duluth until June 30, 1977. This is a improper use
of state taxpayers’ money because it subsidizes a special interest
group. A no vote is favored. Passed Senate 39-18. Passed House
93-33.

4. New House Warranty (H.F. 38): This bill requires builders and
sellers of new dwellings to warrant the materials and workmanship
of the dwellings for 4 years. This is a useless and senseless bill,
for builders are already regulated by a state building code and
guarantee the dwelling for one year. It is still more regulation,
harassment and deterrent of the building industry which is already
under too much pressure from regulations and economic prob-
lems. The builders cannot guarantee the material more than the
manufacturer. The price of homes will have to rise because of this
bill. The building industry is already far behind the national
requirements of dwelling units because of regulations and other
deterrents imposed by politicians. A no vote was correct. Passed
Senate 55-5. Passed House 103-25.

Y = Yes
N = No
— means excused, absent, or not voting
* denotes vote favored by LEA
+% means percentage of votes favored by LEA
1 = Bills 12 and 13 voted in Senate only
d = Democratic-Farmer Labor
r = Independent-Republican
= New Member

5. State Minimum Wage (S.F. 226): Increases minimum wage
from $2.10 to $2.30 an hour and from $1.89 to $2.07 for
employees under 18. This bill is not in the public interest because
it will increase unemployment among younger employees and
handicapped people. LEA opposed. Passed Senate 57-4. Passed
House 107-25.

6. Gun Control (H.F. 800): Requires a waiting period for trans-
fers (sales) of handguns. Imposes several other requirements and
restrictions. LEA opposed. Passed House 68-66. Passed Senate
34-31.

7. Increases Power of Energy Agency (H.F. 522): This bill
extends the life of the Minnesota Energy Agency to June 1985.
Makes the director an “Energy Czar” by giving him exclusive right
to make rules concerning energy use by the state and any political
subdivision. It will set standards for lighting for almost all public
and commercial buildings. Directs the Commissioner of Adminis-
tration to set minimum energy efficiency standards for all
existing homes within one year, prohibits their sale if they don’t
meet the standards and forces apartment owners to Gomply or
lose their rent monies. Such control demands that the administra-
tion have a large army of inspectors to investigate each and every
home and building within the state. Consider the loss of individual
freedom and the extra taxes which must be imposed by such
socialistic planning. We emphatically oppose this law. Passed
Senate 52-10. Passed House 97-27.

8. Omnibus Tax Bill (H.F. 1475): At a time when Minnesota is
the state with the highest income tax, this bill increases the
amount of income taxes most residents will pay. The bill does not
ax :
contain a propertysreform, but only shifts the burden of property
tax toward non-homestead property. The LEA believes the state
must have a very significant reduction in both taxes and spending.
We opposed the bill. Passed the Senate 45-17. Passed the House
107-23. (The recorded Senate vote was on repassage.)
—Continued
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KEY VOTES — Continued

9. Outdoor Recreation Bonding Bill (H.F. 1300): Authorizes
$108,000,000 for appropriations in bonds for the acquisition and
development of parks, trails, wildlife lands and bicycle trails.
Provides for more recreational development than the taxpayers
can afford. LEA opposes. Passed Senate 52-2. Passed House 96-32.

10. Peace Officer Training (S.F. 411): This bill requires state
training of policemen, sheriffs and deputies throughout the state.
Selection of local law enforcement personnel should be a local
decision. This bill goes a long way toward the establishment of
a state police force to supplant all local police. LEA favored a
no vote. Passed Senate 45-14. Passed House 126-3.

11. Higher Education Funding (H.F. 559): Allows the Board of
Higher Education to contract for making loans (now to guarantee
loans) and to request that qualified non-profit corporations issue
bonds and make loans. Makes interest on revenue bonds issued
by such a corporation tax exempt. Authorizes the Board to issue
up to $150,000,000 in revenue bonds, including refunding bonds.
LEA opposed this excessive subsidization. Passed Senate 53-10.
Passed House 127-0.

12. Homosexual ‘“‘Discrimination” (S.F. 497): This bill would
make it an unfair discrimatory practice to “discriminate” against
persons because of their affectional or sexual preferences in
employment, real property, education or extension of credit. One
obviously very bad effect of the bill would be to prevent schools
(at any level of education) from refusing to employ teachers who
are homosexuals. LEA opposed this bill. The Senate vote on
the question of recommendation to pass was 32-27. There was
no House vote.

13. Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Expansion (S.F.
664): This bill gives the DNR jurisdiction even over the air above
and below the land or water surface, which it already controls.
It is a dangerous bill in that it expands this already too powerful
government bureau and gives it the power to enforce its arbitrary
decisions. LEA opposed. Passed Senate 39-0. No House vote.

14, Campus Liquor Policy (H.F. 130): Would permit the govern-
ing body of individual post-secondary institutions to allow
possession of intoxicating liquor in building or on grounds.
LEA opposes liquor on campus. Defeated in the House 39-86.
No Senate vote.

WHAT IS LEA?

LEA is a multipartisan, non-profit organization esta-
blished to keep the citizens of Minnesota informed about
legislation introduced in the state legislature, as evaluated
according to LEA’s principles. LEA also rates the perfor-
mance of each state senator and representative on his or
her votes on the key issues.

LEA conducts it’s analysis and all it’s other activities
solely with voluntary efforts,

LEA bases it’s evaluations on these principles:

® The american form of government, constitutional,
limited, local, dispersal of power.

Freedom and dignity of the individual.
Legal and moral order with justice.
Private property and a free market economy.

National sovereignty and strength.

Strictly limited government spending and taxation.

LEA has no income other than from donations and the
sale of it’s reports. Your donations and orders are urgently
needed to make it possible for LEA to continue it’s work.

In order to accomplish more of its goals, LEA is
seeking increased participation and invites your assistance.

If your senator & representative have rep-
resented your wishes on these issues, thank
them. But if you object to their vote on any
of these bills, we suggest that you confront

them with your views on these issues. Your
expressed opinion will have an effectl
Bob Knudson
LEA Chairman

(Note: If you are not certain of the name of your legislator,
your local newspaper, library, or political headquarters can
supply this information.)
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ABELN, L. (Bloomington 38B)
ADAMS, L. (Minneapolis 44B)
ALBRECHT, R. (Brownton 23A)
ANDERSON, R. (Ottertail 10B)
ANDERSON, B. (Slayton 26A)
ANDERSON, D. (Starbuck 15A)
ANDERSON, G. (Bellingham 15B)
ANDERSON, I. (International Falls 3A)
ARLANDSON, J. (Golden Valley 41A)
BATTAGLIA, D. (Two Harbors 6B)
BEAUCHAMP, D. (Moorhead 9A)
BEGICH, J. (Eveleth 6A)

BERG, T. (Minneapolis 56B)
BERGLIN, L. (Minneapolis 59A)
BERKELMAN, T. (Duluth 8B)
BIERSDORF, J. (Owatonna 32A)
BIRNSTIHL, O. (Faribault 24B)
BRANDL, J. (Minneapolis 61A)
BRAUN, A. (Greenbush 1A)
BRINKMAN, B. (Richmond 16B)
BYRNE, P. (St. Paul 64B)
CARLSON, A. (Minneapolis 58B)
CARLSON, D. (Sandstone 14A)
CARLSON, L. (Brooklyn Center 44A)
CASSERLY, J. (Minneapolis 56 A)
CLARK, J. (Minneapolis 60A)
CLAWSON, J. (Center City 19A)
COHEN, R. (St. Paul 63B)
CORBID, J. (Oklee 1B}
CUMMISKEY, D. (Mankato 29A)
DAHL, H. (Howard Lake 22B)
DEAN, W. (Minneapolis 58A)

DEN OUDEN, (Prinsburg 21B)
ECKSTEIN, A. (New Ulm 28B)
EKEN, W. (Twin Valley 2B)
ELLINGSON, R. (Brooklyn Center 45B)
ENEBO, S. (Minneapolis 60B)
ERICKSON, W. (Hills 26B)

ESAU, G. (Mountain Lake 28A)
EVANS, J. (Detroit Lakes 10A)
EWALD, D. (Minnetonka 40A)
FARICY, R. (St. Paul 63A)
FJOSLIEN, D. (Brandon 11B)
FORSYTHE, M. (Edina 39A)
FRIEDRICH, D. (Rochester 32B)
FUDRO, S. {Minneapolis 55A)
FUGINA, P. (Virginia BA)
GEORGE, M. (Mahtomedi 50A)
GUNTER, C. (Raymond 21A)
HANSON, W. (St. Paul 62B)
HAUGERUD, N. (Preston 35A)
HEINITZ, O. (Wayzata 43A)
HOKANSON, S. (Richfield 37A)
JACOBS, J. (Coon Rapids 47A)
JAROS, M. (Duluth 7B)

JENSEN, R. (Farmington 53B)
JOHNSON, C. (St. Peter 23B)
JUDE, T. (Mound 42A)

KAHN, P. (Minneapolis 57 A)
KALEY, J. (Rochester 33A)
KALIS, H. (Walters 30A)

KELLY, R. (St. Paul 66B)
KELLY, W. (East Grand Forks 2A)
KEMPE, A. (West St. Paul 67A)
KEMPE, R. (West St. Paul 53A)
KING, D. (Golden Valley 43B)
KNICKERBOCKER, J. (Hopkins 40B)
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KOSTOHRY?Z, R. (North St. Paul 50B)
KROENING, C. (Minneapolis 54A)
KVAM, A. (Litchfield 22A)
LAIDIG, G. (Stillwater 51A)
LANGSETH, K. (Glyndon 9B)
LEHTO, A. (Duluth 8A)

LEMKE, R. (Lake City 34A)
MANGAN, T. (Anoka 19B)
MANN, G. (Windom 27A)
MCCARRON, P. (Spring Lake Park 46A)
MCCOLLAR, M. (White Bear Lake 49B)
MCDONALD, K. (Watertown 36A)
MCEACHERN, B. (St. Michael 18B)
METZEN, J. (South St. Paul 52A)
MOE, D. (St. Paul 65B)

MUNGER, W. (Duluth 7A)
MURPHY, M. (Duluth 14B)
NEISEN, H. (Mounds View 49A)
NELSEN, B. (Staples 12A)
NELSEN, M. (Aitkin 13B)
NELSON, K. (Minneapolis 59B)
NIEHAUS, J. (Sauk Centre 16A)
NORTON, F. (St. Paul 65A)
NOVAK, S. (New Brighton 48A)
OSTHOFF, C. (St. Paul 64A)
PATTON, A. (Sartell 17A)
PEHLER, J. (St. Cloud 17B)
PETERSON, D. (Fairmont 27B)
PETRAFESO, P. (St. Louis Park 41B)
PLEASANT, R. (Bloomington 39B)
PRAHL, N. (Grand Rapids 3B)
REDING, L. (Austin 31B)

RICE, J. (Minneapolis 54B)

ROSE, J. (Roseville 48B)

SABO, M. (Minneapolis 57B)

ST. ONGE, D. (Bemidji 4A)
SAMUELSON, D. (Brainerd 13A)
SARNA, J. (Minneapolis 55B)
SAVELKOUL, H. (Albert Lea 31A)
SCHEID, L. (Brooklyn Park 45A)
SCHULZ, V. (Goodhue 25B)
SEARLE, R. (Waseca 30B)
SEARLES, R. (Orono 42B) :
SHERWOOD, G. (Pine River 4B)
SIEBEN, H. (Hastings 52B)
SIEBEN, M. (Newport 51B)
SIMONEAU, W. (Fridley 46B)
SKOGLUND, W. (Minneapolis 61B)
SMOGARD, E. (Madison 20A)
SPANISH, J. (Hibbing 5B)
STANTON, R. (Arco 20B)

STOA, T. (Winona 34B)

SUSS, T. (New Prague 36B)
SWANSON, J. (Richfield 37B)
TOMLINSON, J. (St. Paul 67B)
VANASEK, R. (New Prague 24A)
VOSS, G. (Blaine 47B)
WALDORF, E. (St. Paul 66A)
WELCH, R. (Cambridge 18A)
WENSTROM, G. (Elbow Lake 11A)
WENZEL, S. (Little Falls 12B)
WHITE, J. (Farmington 25A)
WIESER, A. (LaCrescent 35B)
WIGLEY, R. (Lake Crystal 29B)
WILLIAMSON, B. (Bloomington 38A)
WYNIA, A. (St. Paul 62A)

ZUBAY, K. (Rochester 33B)
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